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Panel disputes linage of ‘loner*? 



Sj jGHN GEDDIE 

Wuhlngtoa Bureau of Th« New* 

WASHINGTON — Evidence that nei- 
th er Lee Harvey Oswald no r Jack Ruby 
were “loners" in once believed contrib- 
uted to a suspicion by the House Assas- 
sinations Committee that Mafia mem- 
bers played a role in the death of Presi- 
dent John Kennedy. 

The committee found that although 
there is no evidence organized crime 
as a group was Involved in the assassi- 
nation, the evidence “does not pre- 
clude the possibility that individual 
members- may have been involved." 

The committee also agreed Ruby 
was aided in entering the Dallas Police 
Department garage where Oswald was 
- Slain. 

Charging the Warren Commission 
conducted only a “limited pursuit" of 
complicity by organized crime, the 
committee cited numerous underworld 
links to Ruby and Oswald and recorded 
. threats to members of the Kennedy 
family from organized crime. 

Carlos Marcello, the New Orleans or- 
ganized crime boss, “had the motive, 
means and opportunity to have Presi- 



rect evidence was uncovered. 

“The committee established that 
Oswald was familiar with his uncle’s 
underworld activities and had dis- 
cussed them with his wife, Marina, in 
1963," the committee in a section 
on Charles (Dutz) Murret, a minor un- 
derworld gambling figure. 

“Additionally, the committee found 
that Oswald’s mother. Marguerite 
Oswald, was acquainted with several 
men associated with lieutenants in the 
Marcello organization. . . . During the 
course of its investigation, the commit- 
tee developed several areas of credible 
evidence and testimony indicating a 
possible association in New Orleans 
and elsewhere between Lee Harvey 
Oswald and David W. Ferrie, a private 
investigator and even, perhaps, a pilot 
for Marcello before and during 1963," 
the report states. 

The committee said it also estab- 
lished associations between Ruby and 
persons connected to Marcello, includ- 
ing Joseph Civello, who police believe 
led organized crime activities in Dal- 
las. 

“Finally, a caveat," the committee 
•lid, “Marcello's uniquely successful 
aanized crime has been 



dart John Kennedy asmsliemri,’’ the 
coaunlttee rep o r te d. 

source Dallas 






based to a large extent on a policy of 
prudence; he is not reckless. As with 
the case of the Soviet and Cuban gov- 
ernments, a risk analysis indicated that 
he would be unlikely to undertake so 
dangerous a course of action as a presi- 
dential assassination." 

The committee said while it was 
“unlikely" Marcello was involved, he 
was not formally ruled out as a partici- 
pant. 

The committee made the same rul- 
ing on Santos Trafficante, who denied 
during testimony, he ever discussed a 
plot to kill Kennedy. 
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the committee conclude a link to the 
assassination was “improbable.” 

“The evidence that has been pre- 
sented by the committee demonstrates 
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crime associations similarly, there 

is abundant evidence that Ruby was 
knowledgeable about and known to or- 
ganized crime elements. Nevertheless, 
the committee felt compelled to stress 
that knowledge or availability through 
association falls considerably short of 
the sort of evidence that would be nec- 
essary to establish criminal resuonsi- 
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nen'ihe committee said. 

"Th« committee developed new in- 
formation atom Oswald and Ruby, 
thus altering previous perceptions, but 
the assassin and the man who mur- 
dered him still appear against a back- 
drop of unexplained, or at least not 
fully explained, occurrences, associa- 
tions and motirefions.'’ 

The committee found Ruby’s rela- 
tionship with the Dallas Police Depart- 
ment "somewhat unusual," but there 
was no evidence officers allowed him 
to bngageln unlawful activities, 

The committee said, however, evi- 
dence shows Ruby entered the police 
basement through an alley and a stair- 
way — and not the northside ramp — 
and It was unlikely he entered without 
assistance. The committee said the as- 

sitteaee may here been wttaeu knowl- 
edge of JMp« IhaaMtan to aboot 
Oswald. 







